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State FFA President Kyle Hatcher (2001-02) leads the large delegation of 
FFA members, advisors, parents, state constitutional officers, state 
legislators and other supporters in the Pledge of Allegiance on the State 
House steps as part of the ceremony launching the observance of the 

7sth Anniversary of the FFA in South Carolina. 


A Special Edition To Launch The 7sth 
Anniversary Celebration Of FFA In SC 


his special edition of AGRIBIZ 1s designed to inaugurate the observance of the 75th 
anniversary of the South Carolina FFA, recognize the impact of Agricultural 
Education, and pay tribute to the leaders and teachers of agricultural education in South 
Carolina over the past three-quarters of a century. 

A diverse organization, FFA chapters are active in nearly 100 rural, urban and suburban 
schools in our state. Students, 12-21 years of age, who are enrolled in middle school, high school 
and collegiate agricultural education programs are eligible for membership. 

The FFA has touched and inspired nearly three-quarters of a million South Carolinians since 
the mid-1920s. The expansion of agricultural education programs will continue to make the FFA 
a viable opportunity for many high school students now and in the years to come. 

In 1988 the national organization changed its name from Future Farmers of America to the 
National FFA Organization to reflect its evolution in response to expanded agricultural 
Opportunities encompassing science, business and technology, in addition to production 
agriculture. South Carolina high schools, middle schools and even Clemson University’s College 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences have made similar responses by updating course 
offerings to meet the needs of the changing agricultural industry. 

In addition to being the premier organization for youth in agricultural education, the FFA is 
known for its emphasis on leadership training. Former FFA members serve as governors, 
constitutional officers, legislators, state and federal government officials, farmers, agribusiness 
leaders, educators, military leaders, bankers, ministers and countless other professions. 

Agricultural teachers make a positive impact on the agricultural industry and the general 
public through quality educational programs in high schools, middle schools, and life-long 
learning opportunities for adults. 

We are honored to dedicate this special issue of AGRIBIZ to past and present members of the 


FFA and agricultural educators whose efforts continue to keep South Carolina a great place to 
live, work and play. 


| John W. Parris 
Executive Director, 
| Office of Public Affairs 


Grateful appreciation is expressed to Wilbur 
McCartha, Phil M. Fravel, Billy Keels, Earl 
Frick, Frank R. Stover, Sr., Frank R. Stover, Jr., 
Drefus Williams, H.C. Edens, Jimmy Willis, 
Dr. Joe Hughes, Captain Robert Rish, Frank 
Sandifer and many others for providing 
photos for this edition of AGRIBIZ. 
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Subscribe to AgriBiz! Send a check for $10 to: 
SC FFA Public Affairs 1401 Hampton St. 
Columbia, SC 29201 
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Greetings From United States Senator 


Strom Thurmond 


In 1949 State FFA President Jimmy: 
Willis of Clio, a graduate of McColl 
High School, presented then Governor 
Strom Thurmond the Honorary State 
Farmer Degree at a gathering of 
13,000 South Carolina FFA members 
and Junior Homemakers at the 
University of South Carolina Stadium 
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